148                              THE   ABSOLUTE   AT   LARGE

mg all their usable weapons, and take the oath of allegiance to His
Majesty the Emperor Bobmet Parlementaires will be shot The Em-
peror does not parley

GENERAL HAMPL

This proclamation was read out and caused a considerable
commotion, especially when the sexton of the Church of the
Holy Spirit began to ring the tocsin in the White Tower Mr
Skocdopole called on Bishop Linda, who, however, laughed at
his fears Then he summoned an extraordinary meeting of
the City Council, at which he proposed that the keys of the
city gates should be given up to General Hampl It was then
ascertained that there were no such keys in existence; a few
locks and keys of historical interest which used to repose in the
City Museum had been canied off by the Swedes. Amid these
perplexities night came on

All the afternoon, but more particularly towards evening,
people were trickling along the pleasant lanes towards the
Little Mill " Oh, well," they said to each other when they
met, " I thought I might as well come along too, just to have a
look at that crazy fellow's camp " When they arrived at the
Little Mill, they beheld the meadows already crowded with
people, and Hampl's aide-de-camp standing beside the two
drums administering the oath of allegiance to the Emperor
Bobmet. Here and there bonfires were burning, with shadowy
figures flitting about them : in short, it all looked very pictur-
esque Several people went back to Hradec visibly depressed

By night the sight was even finer Skocdopole, the Burgo-
master, crept up the White Tower after midnight, and there to
the east along the Orlice river hundreds of fires were burning,
thousands of figures were moving about in the firelight, which
cast a blood-red glow over the countryside It looked as though
entrenchments were being made The Burgomaster came
down from the tower deeply perturbed. It was evident that
General Hampl's menaces regarding his military strength had
not been exaggerated.